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The speech of Mr. Gjin Marku
Chairman of the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation

Honored missionaries
Honored colleagues from Macedonia, Kosovo and Monte Negro .
Honored elected representatives of people.

I thank you all for your participation on this Forth Congress, and first I want to thank especially some of the missionaries for their constantly work and efforts for the reconciliation process, like Adem Isufi and Ymer Myrten from Postriba who have granted that there will never be isolated women and children in Postriba and in many other areas due to the perfect engagement of our work groups. 
On 14th of July 1991, we were gathered like today in Puka Assembly where the representatives of local power from North and South were present. 
There we decided to apply for the decision-making in community and the positive tradition of leaving the responsibility of killing to the guilty to be prosecuted by state and the isolation from society of the traffickers of females, drugs and guns as the main source of the killings for revenge and blood feud.  
The Assembly was reflected in many areas. 
In addition to the work of reconciliation missionaries, the decision–making in community has made it possible in Malesia e Madhe where the missionaries Pashk Tona and Palok Luni lead, not to have isolated women and children who fear the revenge. 
The results of the work of reconciliation missionaries for the application of the positive tradition and decision-making in community not to allow the isolated women and children, are also found in Mirdite with our known representatives like Marie Biba and Bardhok Sulejmani, in Has, Kukes, Tropoje and Diber where is worked with devotion by Adem Hyseni, Avdi Cenaj, Avdi Rexha, Zenun Alia, Muhamet Alia and hundreds other men even more exemplary. 
We are all proud for the reputation that Ndue Cara has created as a missionary and leader of local power in Mirdita, as well as Gjok Malci in Kurbin, Ndue Zefi, Xhemal Veseli and Idriz Xaka in Fushe Kruje, Musa Abazi in Bena area, Ndue Ndoci and Fatos Ajazi in Tirana, Pashk Lleshi, Mahmut Coka, Mud Krashi and Mus Marku in Durres, Vangjel Bello, Rako Nushi and Pasho Uruci in Lushnje and Fier. 
Certainly the list of activists will have another honor moment for each one but today I want to stop to the gravest phenomenon that concerns us all after the numerous killings, such as the isolation of women and children. 
This isolation is one of the most flagrant violations of the human rights, the most criminal behavior against the unprotected groups of society, in contrary to every Albanian rule and tradition.  
Allowing this phenomenon is one of the most embarrassing elements for every Albanian. 
In this frame, the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation has decided to concentrate the reconciliation expeditions against this phenomenon. The prohibition of isolation and the unconditional release of all women and children are not only duties of state but primarily of the society and the community where these cases happen. 
In most of the enmity cases the isolation of women and children has mostly happened by fear than by the threats of the victim’s part. Our contact with the parties and that between the parties has not been at the right level therefore they remain in this tragic condition.  
The working groups have consisted that even though there is not any direct threat for the life of children and women, fear forces them to isolate. In some other cases we consist that the isolated women and children are more a victim of the pressure of organized crime than of the attitude of the enemy. 
The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation has succeeded in approaching the dialogue between the families in enmity, a dialogue that in most of the cases has brought the unconditional release of the isolated women and children, since most of the victim families have never intended to hurt or to take revenge to the women and children. It is only the lack of dialogue and the guarantee of life that force these women and children to confine in their houses. 
Our experience in areas of Postriba, Malesi e Madhe, Mirdite, Puke, Diber, Kukes, Has and Tropoja, has shown that when the dialogue is achieved, even the minimum one and when the community influences to the families in conflict about the rules of tradition, the social pressure is greater for these families to accept at least the unconditional release isolated of women and children. 
We also think that even when the dialogue is impossible to settle between the families, the positive examples in the same locality usually create the necessary pressure for these families to accept at least the unconditional release of isolated women and children. 
In this view point it is really important that the multiple resources of the projects for the isolated women and children, to focus more on their release than to accept the fact that they will always remain isolated.   
Normally, most of these families have rehabilitation needs during and after the end of conflict, and the projects that are focused in this point can be useful, but primary for each of these families is the gain of freedom. 
Therefore it is naturally that the main concentration of the sources should be to the release of these women and children, concerning the fact that this is an achievable goal if we are based in our experience. 
It is unacceptable that organizations and individuals that do not have the necessary experience concerning the nature of the enmities and do not know anything about tradition, causes and the consequences of this phenomenon, are funded by state and foreign donors for projects that keep the children isolated. These projects are destined to fail since the outset because they are created to fulfill the standard forms and not to solve the problems of these children.   
Despite our constantly efforts in reconciliation process, the situation of conflicts remains a concern and the number of killings by self justice is extremely high. Only during the last two months 25 persons were killed by gun within Albania, without counting Albanians that have lost their lives because of the conflicts in the neighboring countries like Italy or Greece. 
Even more concerning is the fact that these killings happen at a time when the state police is ordered to be more engaged than usually in the prevention of killings and crime. In these conditions this Congress in addition to the long terms strategies for the extinction of the blood feud phenomenon, will focus on the discussion of immediate plans for the returning of order and maintaining in control the enmities during this delicate period. 
The tragic situation of killings by self-justice highlights the complex nature of blood feud phenomenon and the need of the engagement and coordination of all the elements of society in controlling and extinguishing the enmities. 
A few months ago some legislative changes to the definition of killings for blood feud were hold forth by force as a response of state against this phenomenon.
Without consulting or taking in consideration our suggestions, the law was approved under the pressure of propaganda. 
Since the day of the approval of law the killings are doubled. Despite the good intention and the ideas that at first sound reasonable, a careful survey would lead to the conclusion that these changes were destined to fail because they take no account of the causes and sources of these crimes.    
The great number of killings after their implementation is an explicit measure of the failure of these propagandistic law measures which contain artifice. These artifices are created by the irresponsible and unprofessional attitudes of the originators of these changes called drastic by minister himself, being totally irresponsible and ridiculous toward the citizens. 
The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation continuously has highlighted that the killings by self-justice are a reaction of the unprotected society against the lack of the state of rule and law. 
The commitment of these killings under the warped psychology and mentality violates in a flagrant way the law and also the Kanun. Unfortunately this phenomenon happens and is a witness of a society that wants the state of rule and law but is disorganized by the consecutives crises caused by the lack of a responsible political class that works for the building of state and democracy. 
The lack of public faith in state is a basic problem that should preoccupy us not to allow the society to collapse further. This lack of faith comes because the process of approval and implementation of law has lost contact with people.   The communities that these laws are supposed to serve, as the above mentioned case of the change for the penal code for the killings of blood feud and those within the families, are not called in dialogue before the law is passed. The laws are often made by small groups that have interests in contrary to those of citizens.  
As it is emphasized in the draft report of this Congress, the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation has judged the specification of the killing for blood feud as non effective and unstudied because they are only killings by self justice. They cannot be called killings for blood feud because they are not applied by rules of Kanun which could not be avoided and everyone were forced to apply in respect of the victim, his relatives and society. The increase of the punishment for killings for blood feud and leaving free the first murderer who caused the blood feud or his usual punishment not more than 10 years imprisonment according to law, are nonsense and criminal acts of the originator to encourage the killings of all kind by not declaring them as blood feud. To be more efficient the law should state clearly the maximum penalty for the killing as a killing, without specifications. Even the Kanun defines only the word killing as a penalty.  So every killing should have a maximum penalty, not less than 25 years imprisonment and until life imprisonment without the right of amnesty. The new law penalizes with maximum sentence the killing for blood feud and does not penalize the initial killing causing or inciting the blood feud. The logic contradicts the right as well as the penal policy for the prevention of killings. By accepting the crime, the first killers are sentenced 8 years lesser and by other profits of law the sentence ranges from 10 to 12 years. Therefore it is necessary to establish the maximum penalty for every killing without specifying only the killings for blood feud. If the killings without distinction are sentenced not less than 25 years until life imprisonment then we will have prevention of blood feud even though distorted , because there is established a balance. Even specifying the maximum penalty of the killing because of duty or other special qualities of the person is in contradiction with the right of life of the ordinary citizen. The value of life is equal for each one and it is not ethical to make distinctions. The life of a chairman of state or a police officer cannot be more valuable than that of an ordinary citizen.  When a police officer is killed on duty, his family is accorded to special treatments by law which a poor one never gets. 
There were the same changes in law for the killings within the family. The increase of punishment for such killings that have often shocked the public opinion, cannot be a sufficient solution of the problem. Such crimes have been rarely in Albania, and their increase during the last years is alarming because it is a sign of a society that is losing norms and social cohesion, a society that even in the absence of state of law, helped maintaining order and coexistence in harmony.  Experts of the criminal fields, sociology and psychology should explore more profoundly the nature of these killings and the concerning increase of their number in order to establish a clear strategy for an efficient prevention in the future, for the preservation and cultivation of some social and moral norms that facilitate the development of a healthy society that respects the rights of the individual and gender equality.  
Also the tone used during the presentation of this legal initiative that serves as a fight against the blood feud phenomenon and crime within the family, contains conflicting elements that do not serve to the solution of the problem. We think that the debate for the elimination of killings by self-justice should be within the frame of all-inclusive decision-making in community and in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation, since this is the only efficient way to restore the faith of the citizens to state.  Only a broad legislative reform and a constructive and positive debate that engages all the elements of society starting from government, parliament, non government organizations, local power, cleric and the families in enmity together with their relatives and neighbors, would prevent the killings by self-justice and would enable the solution of conflicts in a legal way.   
 In the same frame, the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation understood the good intention of the Catholic Church for the excommunication of those who kill for blood feud, but we think that the best way to prevent these killings is through the message of forgiveness and reconciliation, messages that convincingly lie at the foundation of all religions and provide long-term solutions. 

Another concerning problem that the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation has always highlighted is that of the land conflict. As it is emphasized to the draft report, the legal mismatch during these years of transition has caused the registration of 120 000 cases of property conflicts to Albanian courts. Effects of this anarchy in the number of enmities and conflicts are in some respects. Firstly, many families have decided to settle matters out of the court. In some cases the solutions out of the court are successful, but in thousands of cases the conflicts for the property are in the verge of returning to enmities even among the families related by blood. Most of the enmities and killings that have occurred during the last year have as a starting point a property conflict. 
Secondly, having incontestable title of land ownership is a necessary condition for the function of a modern trade economy that we aspire to build, since the private property is the main base without which none of the business can exist and moreover be successful.     
The lost economic chances as a consequence of the property conflicts have impoverished many families and have prevented many others to come out of the poverty. Knowing that the poverty and the difficult economic situation are factors that increase the number of killings, the problem of titles of ownership becomes an indirect factor of the increasing of enmity number. 
The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation expresses its support for every plan and initiative of the government for the establishing of the order as soon as possible, and for a final solution of the property problem, as two of the main factors of the conflicts and enmities.  The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation also emphasizes that it will monitor the terrain, the implementation of these plans and will be one of the most powerful opponent voices in case of failure because of the lack of political will or incapability in implementation. 
We as reconciliation missionaries should work hard for the integration of Albania to European Union without the blood feud phenomenon. But this does not mean that in our efforts for the integration and achievement of agreements on paper, we will hide and not accept the existence of the problem of killings by self-justice.  As it is highlighted to the report, the real integration is not the signing of the agreements realized over illusions, but the consolidation of the democracy and state of rule and law. The integration in EU should not only be an aim itself, but also a guide and a scale of the progress of democracy and therefore the manipulation of this scale through the hiding of the reality does not serve to the real integration among the civilized nations with a functional democracy. 
We believe that the solution of the problem of killings by self-justice requires the creation of a common front of all the elements of society. For this reason, it is very important that each one of us to do its duty as a citizen of this country and be sensitized for his responsibility to build a country where law prevails, and sensitize the others for the need of a modern state of right. Every initiative of the government, civil society or any other element, for the rule of law and extinguishing of the killings by self-justice is destined to fail if all the elements do not coordinate together and each plays its proper role. 
The pressure and the influence of the community to the families in enmity for the implementation of law are the most efficient forces in the reconciliation process, but also the most pure forms of the active democracy that is practiced in the most civilized countries of the world. 
The complexity of the blood feud phenomenon makes necessary the inclusiveness of each one of us to put an end to these practices that do not befit to a nation with culture and nation-building tradition cultivated for centuries. 
It is our duty as reconciliation missionaries to convey this message and calling for engagement to every door that we knock , and the Christmas of 2013 to find no children or women isolated. I am confident that we will achieve this great aim, however difficult it may look, if we are in a common front with the state and international community. 

Thank you 
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